
Minutes 

Design Review Committee 

July 11, 2018 

 

Members in Attendance: 

 

Planning Board            Citizen Members       Staff Support                                     Other 
Lenny Horr, Chair                  Steve Cabana                     Beth Della Valle, Planning Dir.                    Donna J. Johnson 

Dianne Connolly                    Thom Gagne                     Mike Casserly, Asst. City Engineer               Brian Reynolds 

                                                  Kelly Tarbox                       David Joy, Consultant (arrived 5:06 pm)   Tina Hobbs 

                                                                                                                                                                         John Caramihalis 

                                                                                                                                                                         Pastor Todd Bell 

                                                                                                                               

The meeting was called to order at 5:04 pm. 

 

The minutes of the June 20, 2018 were approved with a correction to the time meeting started 

to 4:12 pm on a motion by Dianne and a second by Thom. Vote was 5-0. 

 

1.  506 Main Street, Springvale – Ferguson & Johnson, P.A. – Donna J. Johnson present for 

Ferguson & Johnson.  Prior to discussion of this item, Lenny Horr recused himself from this 

segment of the meeting as Lenny has a client relationship with the Law Firm.  For purposes of 

this item Kelly Tarbox to be acting Chair of the committee.  Ms. Johnson brought forward a 

request to the committee for installation of a canopy type unit above the side entrance of 

building.  The reason for the canopy is to protect the top step from ice buildup and to protect 

the building from further damage caused by rain, etc. from entering building at the top of 

stairs.  Ms. Johnson provided information regarding the materials to be used.  The material will 

be a clear plastic product.  The reason for this particular material is due to fact that code 

requires that material meet the 100 lb weight load.  When researching products, Ms. Johnson 

could only find 2 options to meet this code.  Thom Gagne read the Design Review 

recommendation from the guidelines where it is recommended that a canvas type material be 

used.  Thom continued to say that since code calls for a weight load that canvas cannot meet 

that the proposal by Ms. Johnson may be the only option.  Dianne Connolly asked if other 

changes were needed on building for this canopy to be installed.  Ms. Johnson confirmed that 

no other changes were required and that nothing else would change.  Dianne Connolly made a 

motion to recommend approval, Thom Gagne seconded motion.  Passed 4-0 with 1 abstention. 

 

With all discussion complete in regards to the Ferguson & Johnson, P. A. item, Kelly Tarbox 

turned meeting back over to Lenny Horr. 

 



2.  20 Bodwell Street, Sanford – Brian Reynolds present for meeting.  Mr. Reynolds provided 

information regarding repairs to be done at 20 Bodwell Street, Sanford.  Mr. Reynolds 

explained that a roof would be added to front stairs and repairs needed for decking/railings, 

balusters.   Dianne Connolly asked for clarification if roof is being replaced or is this a new roof 

extension.  Mr. Reynolds informed that the roof being proposed is an extension of the house 

roof to extend over the stairs.  David Joy asked about roof slope of which Mr. Reynolds replied 

it would be an 8/4 slope.  Thom Gagne asked if it would be an enclosed space, Mr. Reynolds 

replied no.  Lenny Horr inquired about gutters, are they being moved to the new roof line?  Mr. 

Reynolds stated that yes, a new aluminum gutter would be installed.  Mike Casserly inquired as 

to whether or not the new structure would be painted.  Mr. Reynolds indicated it would not be 

painted as pressure treated lumber is being used.  Mr. Reynolds also stated that traditional 

shingles would be used on the roof.  Lenny Horr asked if both stairways were being re-done of 

which Mr. Reynolds stated no.  Lenny Horr made a motion to recommend approval, seconded 

by Thom Gagne.  Passed 5-0 

 

3.  Little World Daycare – Tina Hobbs, Owner, in attendance along with realtor John 

Caramihalis.  Beth Della Valle provided the committee with an overview of Ms. Hobbs 

plan/request.  Mr. Caramihalis explained that the Fire Marshall is the one requesting that the 

fire escape be on the front of the building because back of house already has inside stairs that 

satisfies his (Fire Marshall’s) concern of emergency at that end of building.  Mr. Caramihalis and 

Ms. Hobbs indicated that there will be no change in roofline due to new fire escape and exit 

door.  Ms. Hobbs stated that the upstairs level will be for school aged children.  Mr. Caramihalis 

informed committee that building is sprinklered but the Use requires a fire escape as well.  Mr. 

Caramihalis informed committee that the dumpster location would be moving after meeting 

with Mike Casserly on site.  The new proposal is that the dumpster to be on a cement pad in 

center of back driveway.  Beth Della Valle asked if there would be landscaping around fencing, 

Ms. Hobbs and Mr. Caramihalis both indicated there are no plans to do so unless it is required.  

Ms. Hobbs stated a dead tree(s) being removed and will replace with some other landscaping 

materials – shade tree.  Kelly Tarbox stated she feels the property needs sprucing up of the 

landscaping.  Once informed that the area Kelly Tarbox was referring to would be used a snow 

storage, Kelly Tarbox felt it didn’t make much sense to exhaust funds for shrubbery that will get 

ruined by the snow storage.  Ms. Hobbs and Mr. Caramihalis informed the committed that the 

proposed play area is already fenced in with stockade fencing.  Beth Della Valle asked about a 

crosswalk in the driveway.  Mike Casserly stated that he is not requiring a crosswalk but wants 

“walk” signs installed.  Ms. Hobbs stated she will have DOT approved Do Not Enter/Do Not 

Block Driveway/Stop for Pedestrian in Crosswalk signs.  Kelly Tarbox reminded committee that 

our purpose boils down to fire escape and landscaping.  Dianne Connolly added that lighting 

also falls under our purpose.  Kelly Tarbox suggested that 2nd floor fire escape lighting should be 



carriage style to match what is on front of building.  Kelly Tarbox also brought up conversation 

about lighting near sign.  Mr. Caramihalis indicated that he did not believe there is any power at 

the sign.  Ms. Hobbs asked if solar lighting is acceptable as that is her preference.  Beth Della 

Valle informed committee that an abutter of property stopped into planning dept to express 

concerns about shrubbery, dumpster location.  Ms. Hobbs stated she has spoken to the 

neighbor regarding these concerns as well as the concern of the number of times the dumpster 

would be picked up (neighbor concerned about time of day for pick up).  Ms. Hobbs informed 

committee that dumpster pick up would be once a week or possibly every other week.  Ms. 

Hobbs and Mr. Caramihalis were not certain of day of the week dumpster trash pickup would 

be as there are a few companies they have spoken to about the service.  Dianne Connolly 

suggested that solar light caps be added to decking posts.  Kelly Tarbox made a motion to 

recommend the following:  relocation of dumpster, remove dead landscaping, use rock as focal 

point, handicap parking space to be replaced as a drop off area, new lighting to be added to be 

similar to what is currently on exterior, keep the lightning rods on roof, use solar lighting where 

possible, replacing roof, review treatment of property line.  Dianne Connolly seconded the 

motion.  Passed 5-0 

 

4.  Sanford Christian Academy/Calvary School – Pastor Todd Bell in attendance.  Beth Della Valle 

provided an overview of applicant s request.  Pastor Bell stated that due to growth of their 

school they need to expand but also need time to build.  The request for use of the temporary 

buildings will allow Sanford Christian Academy to sell 62 & 68 High Street and use the proceeds 

of sale for the expansion of 47 High Street.  The goal is to have all aspects of school at 47 High 

Street.  Kelly Tarbox asked about letters and calls from abutters.  One abutter is concerned 

about students and activity in area upsetting her pets in the back yard which abuts the school’s 

property.  Abutter would like a tall fence installed.  Pastor Bell would like to take down trees 

and put up fence but concerned about what other neighbors would request.  Kelly Tarbox 

explained why in past privacy fencing has been recommended by the City.  Lenny Horr inquired 

about the trailer units.  Pastor Bell indicated that currently they are various colors and all will be 

painted a cream color to match building and white skirting will be installed.  Dianne Connolly 

asked about the age of the units.  Pastor Bell stated they are from the 1990’s.  Beth Della Valle 

informed committee of fire and code issues with the units of which Pastor Bell said they are 

working through.  Dianne Connolly asked for explanation of lighting.  Pastor Bell stated that 

there are 3 light poles in the area where units will be placed and 4 light poles in the parking lot.  

Beth Della Valle encouraged Pastor Bell to speak with Chief of Police regarding lighting 

requirements.  A discussion ensued regarding fence height.  David Joy stated that fence height 

should be a planning board decision.  Kelly Tarbox stated that fence should be adequate to 

provide privacy to abutters.  She also commented that use of “whiskey barrels” as a means of 

providing some landscaping would show a good intent of applicant (applicant had previously 



stated that Sanford Christian Academy intended to use whiskey barrels as part of landscaping 

design).  Kelly Tarbox recommended that placement of whiskey barrels be placed so that they 

are visible from High and Bougie Streets and no need to have them towards back of property.  

Dianne Connolly suggested that no trees be taken down until project is sorted out through site 

plan review.  Kelly Tarbox made a motion with the following recommendations being made:  no 

permanent landscaping at this time, adequate fencing be used, minimize tree removal, provide 

lighting as required by Sanford Police Department, paint units same color and add skirting, use 

soft tone LED lights for retrofit of existing light posts, show location of whiskey barrel planters 

on the site plan.  Lenny Horr seconded the motion.  Passed 5-0 

 

5.  Pho Sai Gon – No one present representing Pho Sai Gon.  Beth Della Valle presented 

information regarding request from Pho Sai Gon for signage at their new location.  Since no one 

was available to answer questions from the committee, a motion to table the item was made 

by Dianne Connolly and seconded by Kelly Tarbox.  Item Tabled 5-0 

 

6.  Gold Rush Pawn Shop – No one present to represent Gold Rush Pawn Shop.  Since no one 

was available to answer questions from the committee, the applicant did not provide the 

revised plans requested by the Committee, and this was the second meeting that no one 

representing the applicant attended, Thom Gagne made a motion to pass the information to 

City of Sanford Code Office to take necessary action as we do not approve site and landscape 

plans.  Dianne Connolly seconded.  Vote 5-0 

 

7.  Sanford Games & Collectibles – No one present representing Sanford Games & Collectibles.  

With no one present representing the applicant to answer questions from the committee, a 

motion was made by Thom Gagne to table the applicant’s request and direct Beth Della Valle to 

send applicant a letter stating committee will likely recommend not to approve signage 

proposal, seconded by Steve.  Vote 5-0 

 

With no other matters in front of the committee to discuss, a motion to adjourn was made by 

Thom Gagne, seconded by Dianne Connolly.  Passed 5-0 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Stephen M. Cabana 

Acting Secretary 

 


